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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear SEPVA Members and
Friends:
It is with pleasure that I
present to you this Annual
Report, that covers many
activities and highlights of
the Southeastern Chapter
Paralyzed Veterans of
America (SEPVA) during the
fiscal year 2013-2014. I am
please to report that we had a
successful year even with a drop in donations. We were
able to continue with all of our current programs and serve
our members, as well as, giving back to our communities.
SEPVA has been extremely grateful with the generosity of
our many charitable donors, without whom, we would not
be able to continue to offer our members our programs.
We were blessed with receiving a grant from Home Depot.
This grant has allowed us to upgrade the ceiling lights
throughout the dinning hall, as well as, replace all of the
ceiling tiles in the dinning hall and office portion of our
aging building. Both in-kind gifts and monetary donations
made on-line and mailed to the office have enabled us to
continue our programs.
It is important for you to know that we are not affiliated
with the government or the Veterans Administration (VA)
and therefore, the Chapter does not receive any financial
support from the VA. It’s through the kindness of others
within our communities that we are able to make a
difference in the lives of veterans living with Spinal Cord
Injury/Dysfunction (SCI/D).
At this time, I would like to thank SEPVA’s Officers,
Executive Board members, our staff, and each of the
Directors of the 11 VA Hospitals within our catchment
area, for their hard work and cooperation throughout the
year. Should you have any questions regarding our annual
report or our Chapter in general, please call our office.
It has been an honor serving as President of this great
Chapter. 2013-2014 was my final year serving as
President for the Chapter. I am passing the “torch”
however, I plan to still be an active member of the
Chapter in the future.

Sincerely,
Homer L. Cole
President

Mission
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally
chartered veterans service organization founded in 1947,
has developed a unique expertise on a wide variety of
issues involving the special needs of our members —
veterans of the armed forces who have experienced spinal
cord injury or dysfunction.
PVA will use that expertise to be the leading advocate for:
 Quality health care for our members,
 Research and education addressing spinal cord
injury and dysfunction,
 Benefits available as a result of our members’
military service,
 Civil rights and opportunities which maximize the
independence of our members.
To enable PVA to continue to honor this commitment, we
must recruit and retain members who have the experience,
energy, dedication, and passion necessary to manage the
organization and ensure adequate resources to sustain the
programs essential for PVA to achieve its mission.

Purpose
The purpose of the Paralyzed Veterans of America,
Southeastern Chapter (SEPVA) is to help our members
and their families, veterans, and all people with
disabilities, with accessibility issues, civil rights, VA
benefits, transportation issues, and new laws to enhance
the lives of people with disabilities. SEPVA also
advocates for veterans and individuals suffering from
spinal cord injury or disease in order to assist them in
integrating into mainstream society and to open all
possible avenues towards living life to the fullest.
One of the ways that SEPVA accomplishes its purpose is
to promote the health and wellbeing of the
disabled person. Southeastern PVA provides information
and equipment to potential wheelchair athletes. Archery,
basketball, softball, rugby, shooting, boating, fishing,
boccia ball, tennis, track and field, and cycling are among
the many sports and recreation activities in which our
members can participate.

HOSPITAL CHAIRMAN
Baseball, basketball, bowling, and dinner outings are just a few of the actives SEPVA sponsored for the Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center’s SCI Unit. Fishing trips, bingo, movies, dinners and luncheon outings gives the rehabilitating veterans at the Augusta SCI Unit an opportunity to get out and use some of the skills they will be using in the REAL WORLD. These outings also gave family members and care givers a chance to assist with some of these rehabilitation skills. The Chapter also sponsors events to include inpatients in the SCI Unit. The Annual Patient/Staff Christmas Party held December 11, 2013 was again, a real hit for the patients, family members and staff alike.

CHAPTER SERVICE OFFICER
Phase II of the Augusta VA Medical Center SCI Unit upgrade has not been completed. Phase II courtyard (E-Wing),
and greenhouse remains incomplete. Completion of E-Wing has not been completed. Delays have are mainly due to
contractor problems. Engineering and the contractor believe they will be completed in early 2015 (January) with a
move in date of late February. No decision has been made on the status of the Greenhouse completion. National PVA
and the Chapter are watching the staffing levels with great interest. In the last year the need for Long-Term SCI Care
beds has become a high interest for both the Chapter and National PVA.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
This year we had fifteen outreach membership meetings. Our President, Homer Cole, had stated that he wants to
schedule a meeting with the Director of the Central Alabama VA Medical Center (Tuskegee/Montgomery), to start
meeting in the Alabama area. National Director Chuck Turek, Executive Director Jennifer Windham, SBA Mitchell
Hinkle, and Secretary Al Evans met with the new Director of the Atlanta/Decatur VAMC in June to discuss holding
Membership Meeting in the Atlanta area. We have found due to limited parking at all our medical centers we are
holding meeting outside of the centers. We will continue to work with our SCI Coordinators to ensure that our
members know where these meeting are being held and to get the Director and SCI Staff to attend.
The Chapter ended the year with 2,101 voting members. We strive to reach out to all of our members with the
meetings in our out lying areas, in addition to the by-monthly meetings that we hold at the Chapter building.

SPORTS
The 2013-2014 Sporting Year saw the usual sporting events and discussions for new programs. In October, November,
and December the Chapter joined with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Lake Richard B. Russell Project) and U.S. Air
Force (Townsend Range) to host deer and wild hog hunts. This year we have co-hosted a number of fishing and hunting trips for wounded warriors and children with disabilities. Thanks go out to personnel at both Ft. Jackson, SC and
Ft. Gordon, GA for assisting us in contacting and getting the warriors out for these events. In the upcoming year we
have plans to expand our sporting outreach programs. We are looking into Archery, Air Shooting Sports (Rifle &
Pistol) Boccia Ball, Power Soccer, of course Fishing, and Trapshooting.

MEETINGS
SEPVA held eleven (11) membership meetings at our chapter office in Augusta, GA. The Board of Directors met six
(6) regular meetings and two (2) supplemental meetings. The Chapter held quarterly and semi-annual meetings in the
following locations:
Carl Vinson V.A.M.C. – Dublin, GA

Mountain Home V.A.M.C. – Johnson City, TN

William Jennings Bryan Dorn V.A.M.C. – Columbia, SC

Ralph H. Jonson V.A.M.C. – Charleston, SC

Charles George V.A.M.C.–Asheville, NC

W.G. Bill Hefner V.A.M.C. – Salisbury, NC

SPINAL CORD INJURY UNIT
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA and (Charlie Norwood) VA MEDICAL CENTER
The Nursing staffing shortage remains a concern for both the Chapter and National PVA. National PVA is working with
the VA Healthcare System on how they identify patient’s level of care needs. This should assist in getting staffing levels
identified correctly and raise the number of nurses needed to operate all SCI Centers. SEPVA is still involved with the
veterans at the Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home (GWVNH), through Bingo and support of Nursing Home parties.
There remains a problem with the completion of Ward 1E, 1F’s Courtyard and the greenhouse. National PVA’s Architecture department is working closely with the Medical Center and VA Central Office to complete these projects.
VETERANS INTERGRATED SERVICE NETWORK (VISN) 7 (Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina)
The Chapter and National PVA still has concerns that long term and nursing home beds for spinal cord injuries has not
been addressed in this VISN. The wish for an inpatient Substance Abuse Program for Spinal Cord Injuries also needs to
be addressed.
ASHEVILLE (Charles George) VAMC – VISN 6
The space for the Outpatient Pharmacy still remains a problem for veterans with wheelchairs. Asheville is addressing
this problem with construction of a new Pharmacy waiting area. The Chapter has ask to be included when design begins.
ATLANTA/DECATUR VAMC
Scheduling still remains a problem with the Atlanta/Decatur VAMC. Working with the SCI Coordinator and Director’s
office to hold more meeting in the Atlanta area. The Chapter has addressed the need for more SCI Clinic space at the
Atlanta VAMC. This clinic’s need for more space and moving it from the 10th floor was discussed with the Director at
the Chapter – Director meeting in June. Plans are design for the new clinic have begun. We advise the Director that all
SCI Clinic Designs should be address to National PVA and approved by both VA Health Admiration (VHA) and PVA
Architecture Department. The Chapter and Service Officer in Atlanta we keep monitoring all phases of this move.
CENTRAL ALABAMA VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM (CAVHS)
(Montgomery/Tuskegee VAMC)
President Homer Cole requested a meeting with the Director of CAVHS in order to find space and times for Chapter
Meeting. Since our last meeting the entire SCI Team has turnover. The Chapter is monitoring closely with the training
of the new personnel. As with all our SCI Support Teams and Clinics we stay in touch to see that the entire Team is certified.
CHARLESTON (Ralph H. Jonson) VAMC
A parking deck has been funded and work should begin early January 2015. The Charleston is working closely with the
U.S. Navy in getting space at the new Naval Hospital for a Community Base Outpatient Clinic (CBOC). This would
assist in moving some of the parking space away for the Medical Center. They feel with will move around 2,000 clinic
visits to the Navy facility. The SCI Clinic will remain at the main VA Medical Center.
COLUMBIA (William Jennings Bryan Dorn) VAMC
Chapter Board Member Linda Hutchinson and Service Officer Tony Timmons met with the new Director of the Dorn
VAMC. The original request for this meeting was due an issue that was addressed to the Chapter. There seemed to be
the lack of proper equipment for non-ambulatory patient use (walkers and wheelchairs) in the MRI area. This was discussed and taking care corrected. They also discussed accessible parking locations, and SCI Clinic Space.
DUBLIN (Carl Vinson) VAMC
Four meetings were held in the Dublin area. Dublin has expanded its TeleMed program to the Community Base
Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) and Home Care Program for Wound Care. Their next step is testing the program for Mental
Health and CBOCs. It is working with both Augusta and Atlanta/Decatur Medical Centers.
SALISBURY (W.G. Bill Hefner) VAMC – VISN 6
Salisbury has expanded its MS and ASL programs. The Chapter feels there should be more SCI involvement with these
programs.
JOHNSON CITY (Mountain Home) VAMC – VISN 9
The SCI Clinic has grown too large for its current space. The enlargement of the SCI Clinic has been approved. National PVA and the Mountain Home VAMC are working closely with the design of the new space. This improvement will
give them three full exam rooms and office space for the SCI Coordinator, Nursing Staff and Primary Care Provider.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
On December 1, 2013 the Chapter sponsored its 14th Annual Toy Motorcycle Run, for the Ft. Gordon’s Christmas House
for military families. The 2013 Christmas House was able to assist over 600 military families and 2800 children in the
Ft. Gordon community. Over 220 motorcycles took part in the ride with over 250 riders.

ADVOCACY
On April 26th we held a Paralyzed Awareness Month (PAM) BBQ and Silent Auction. Tickets were sold to the community for the dinner and items were auctioned off raising money for the Chapter while taking time to educate community
members regarding the services and programs that we provide for our members and the importance of advocating for the
other disabled members of our community. In May, we manned a booth during “Wheeling in New Directions” (WIND)
event hosted by the South Carolina Spinal Cord Injury Association. Sharing stories and experiences of our veterans living
with SCI/D and reaching out to others that are just now learning to adjust to their new life in a chair was an opportunity to
support and advocate. In addition to sending Chapter representatives to the annual Advocacy and Legislation seminar in
Washington DC, we also participated in Costal Carolina University’s Women Veterans event, in an effort to assist female
veterans. Whether it was directing them to the PAVE program offered through our National PVA office, or to a Service
Officer in order for them to identify and file for benefits that they may be entitled to and were unaware of.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
OCTOBER 2013
On the 15th we hosted a Bingo outing for the Augusta Campus of the Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home, at the Chapter office. On the 13th members sponsored a booth and took part in the Carl Vinson (Dublin) VA Medical Center Fall
Casino Night.
NOVEMBER 2013
Membership Holiday luncheon and dinners for both Charles George (Asheville), and Mountain Home (Johnson City)
VAMC on the 10th. Holiday luncheon for W.G. Bill Hefner (Salisbury) VAMC was held on the 9th. The U.S. Air Force
Townsend Bombing Range, and Chapter co-hosted a deer hunt on the 10th, and 11th, of the month, at the Townsend
Bombing range. Chapter took part in the National PVA’s Annual Site Visit to the Augusta SCI Unit. Both Chapter and
National concerns were addressed during this visit.
DECEMBER 2013
The Chapter’s Annual Augusta SCI Patient/Staff Christmas Party was held on the 11th. The Chapter assisted the Georgia
War Veterans Nursing Home (Augusta Campus) with their Patient and Staff Holiday parties.
JANUARY 2014
Chapter hosted a SCI Unit rollout outing to McDonald’s on the 8th, to demonstrate wheelchair mobility and ADA
awareness. This training consisted of opening doors, working with uneven sidewalks, and curb breaks. At the request
of the Chapter Leadership, National PVA sent a team to provide Board of Director Training and Chapter Review. All
Board members agreed that this was one of the best training programs National PVA has provided. Training was conducted on the 9th and 10th of the month. On the 31st the Chapter co-hosted the Boccia Ball, Table Tennis, and Ballard
Sports Clinic at the SCI Unit.
FEBRUARY 2014
On the 2nd the Chapter treated the SCI patients to a Pizza Super Bowl Party. Chapter National Director and Chapter
Secretary attended PVA National Convention from the 9th to the 14th.

MARCH 2014
Chapter hosted a bowling outing for the Augusta SCI Unit. Chapter held Membership Meeting in Dublin on the 10th and
met the new SCI Coordinator Marquita Smith. Meetings were held at both Ashville and Mountain Homes on the 12th and
13th of the month. The 18th and 19th the Chapter provided training to the SCI Coordinators at our Medical Facilities
(Ashville, Columbia, Charleston, Atlanta/Decatur, Montgomery/Tuskegee, Mountain Home). Also on the 19th we took
part in the SCI Stakeholder meeting at the Augusta VAMC. The 29th the Chapter and Swamp Fox Bowling Center co-

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR– continued

Highlights, continued on page 11

We regret that we must report a number of our members have passed on to PVA’s
Eternal Chapter during the past year. To their family and friends,
we send our “Deepest Sympathies and Love.”
The following members have left us with fond memories and hopes for the future.
Anthony C. Allison
Malcolm S. Freeman
Enoch Smith

James A. Blanton
Henry A. Gee
Sean P. Smith

Michael V. Cummins
Thomas A. Griffin
Jason B. Stacy

Estella M. Echols
Daniel W. Reyes
Patrick L. Stellwagen

We Couldn’t Do It without You
SEPVA Volunteers
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

Homer Cole
Chuck Turek
Alphonso Evans
Lonnie Burnett

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kurt Glass
Linda Hutchison
Paul Stewart
Orlando Perez
Alan Washington
APPOINTEES
SPORTS DIRECTOR
Al Evans
HOSPITAL LIAISON
Charles Spilman
SC/NC ADVOCACY&LEGISLATION
Linda Hutchinson
GA/AL ADVOCACY & LEGISLATION
Chuck Turek
HOSPITAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Al Evans
FISHING & HUNTING SPORTS
Kurt Glass
CHAPTER CHAPLAIN
Homer Cole
MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Al Evans

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Chuck Turek
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jennifer Windham

SOUTHEASTERN PARALYZED
VETERANS of AMERICA
4010 Deans Bridge Road
Hephzibah, GA 30815
1-800-292-9335
706-796-6301
www.SoutheasternPVA.org

We would like to thank ALL of our volunteers.
Without these giving men and women we could not
do half the events we currently put on. A special
thanks to the U.S. Air Force 31st Intel Squadron, 3rd
U.S. Air Force 3rd Intel Squadron, Townsend Bombing Range, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, and Ft.
Gordon, GA for their assistance and support. Also
National PVA Sports & Recreation staff for all their
support.
Twila R. Adams
Joe L. Baker
Jerry W. Braun
William H. Braun
Alonzo Burnett
Homer L. Cole
Larry J. Dodson
Alphonso Evans
Kurt M. Glass
William C. Hammond
Linda L. Hutchinson
Richard L. Messer
Orlando V. Luna-Perez
Charles L. Spilman
Michael Steward
Melissa Stellwagen
Paul Stewart
Chuck Turek
Mark Sosebee
Jennifer Sosebee
Jennifer Ammons
Mark E. Evans
Jennifer Howard

Raven Howard
LaWoun Howard
Wanda Howard
Brittany J. Hyman
Lorna J. Jefferson
Melido J. Mir
Brock Moody
Lilliam Perez
Marquita M. Smith
Brittany Hyman
Isaiah Vorderstrasse
Noah Vorderstrasse
Lori Walters
Travis Walters
Henry Walters
Jim Windham
Jennifer Windham
Gaby Windham
Mia Windham
Barbara Cole
Emilee Ammons
Carlos Perez
Jack James

Thank You!!

FINANCIALS

FINANCIALS

FINANCIALS

Home Depot Grant: The ceiling work in progress

“100 Wheels”– Delivery of donated wheelchairs

Advocacy/Legislation in Washington DC

Membership Cookouts

Veterans Day Programs with local elementary schools

Sponsorship of Wheelchair Basketball

Fishing Tournaments

Fundraising: Spring Dinner and Auction

Community Support: Donating refurbished sports chair

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR– continued
hosted an Adaptive Bowling Clinic, in Monk Corner, SC. Nine Chapter members
attended the National Veterans Winter Sports Clinic.
APRIL 2014
On the 4th the Chapter took part in a Roll Out outing for the SCI Unit. PVA Awareness (PAM) Days were held at Ashville on the 9th, Mountain Homes the 10th and
Salisbury on the 11th. We also co-hosted a Sports Clinic at Salisbury VAMC on the
11th. The 16th the Charleston VAMC Membership Meeting and PVA Awareness Day
were held. Columbia VAMC Membership Meeting and PAM were the 16th of the
month. Took part in the Dublin VAVS meeting on the 23rd, and Ft. Gordon, GA’s
Spring Flea Market with a PVA Information Booth. Chapter and Augusta’s National Service Officer met with the
Augusta VAMC Director no the 30th to discuss some of the issues from the November PVA Site visit.
MAY 2014
The 9th, Chapter sponsored a Fishing outing to the Augusta SCI Unit to Gordon’s Pond in Lincolnton, GA, and
Augusta GreenJacket's Baseball Game on the 16th.
JUNE 2014
Sponsored a hamburger and hot dog cookout at the SCI Unit on the 4th. On the 19th we sponsored an outing to the
Augusta GreenJacket's Baseball Game. Provided SCI Spoke Training on the 24th.
JULY 2014
Chapter sponsored a Bingo/Pizza party on the SIC Unit on the 2nd. Membership meeting were held at Asheville,
Mountain Home and Salisbury the 16th, 17th and 22nd of the month. Sponsored a Bowling outing on the 30th.
AUGUST 2014
Chapter sponsored 33 Wheelchair Veterans to the 34th National Veterans Wheelchair Games in Philadelphia, PA.

SEPTEMBER 2014
Sponsor a Bowling Outing on the 9th and Golden Corral on the 17th for Rehab Veterans at the Augusta SCI Unit. We
provided additional SCI Spoke Training on the 23rd. The Chapter held its Induction Dinner for new Officers and Board
of Directors on the 27th. Augusta Service Officer and Chapter VAMC Director to get an updated status of issues from
the November 2013 National PVA Site Visit, on the 19th.
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In addition to serving our
members, we continually
reach out to our communities,
educating and advocating for
veterans living with Spinal
Cord Injury/Dysfunction, as
well as, the disabled members
of our Southeastern region.
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